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Chapter the German Consul-General in 1930 as to registration
___"   of patents, etc. Frequently the business is managed
through, the British Minister to the foreign power
specially instructed for the purpose, as in the case of
the extradition convention of January 20, 1932, with
Portugal. T^~~~"~^~~""""~~
^^There are, of course, much more important matters
in which the Dominions are concerned. They now are
parties to the great international treaties, and for that
purpose the procedure now adopted is the signature of
these treaties by delegates with special powers to act
for each Dominion.1 The Imperial Conference of 1926
left open the question of the mode of procedure, sug-
gesting that a single delegation representing the whole
of the Commonwealth might be preferred, but the
present system is clearly established and is not likely
to be departed from. It applies even to cases where the
Empire must act as a whole, as in the T^aijJolLpndon,
1930, There is nothing in such cases to show the fact
that unity of action is imperative. The whole matter
depends on considerations of necessity from the point
of view of foreign powers which clearly cannot in some
matters accept the dissociation of the Dominions from
the United Kingdom. In such cases ratification as well
as signature for the whole of the Empire is essential, a
fact which may delay ratification as in that case until
the last of the Dominions has found time to act and to
obtain Parliamentary approval for ratification. It is
not necessary even that ratification should be ex-
pressed in one instrument; in that case separate instru-
1 The legal character of such treaties as distinct from the old type of
British Empire treaties is noted in the decision on Radio Communication
in Canada, [1932] A.C. 304.                                        "--------------:----